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After talking with Buchanan, Sazonov saw Pourtales,
and tried to convince him that Serbia's reply was satisfac-
tory, and that Germany therefore should join in urging
mediation at Vienna* But he met with little encouragement
from the German Ambassador, who still adhered to his Gov-
ernment's "localization" policy, and did not yet know of
the pressure which Bethmann was about to put on Vienna
to accept the "pledge plan." On the contrary, Pourtales
complained of the hostile tone of the Russian Press and of
the fact that reliable reports made it clear to Germany that
Russia's military preparations were extending far beyond
what Sukhomlinov had stated to the German Military
Attache on the evening of July 26. He had also learned that
the military authorities had put out of commission the wire-
less apparatus on a German merchant ship, the Eitel Fried-
rich, in the harbor of St. Petersburg in defiance of inter-
national law. He had protested against this and the matter
had been set right by the direct orders of the "Tsar, But
the incident gave Pourtales further reason for expressing
diplomatically to Sazonov the fear that the Russian milita-
rists "were perhaps carrying the preparations for which
they were responsible further than was intended" by Sazo-
nov. He therefore warned Sazonov of the very serious
danger which might arise in the existing critical situation
from wide-reaching Russian military preparations,3
Either he did not report fully to Sir Edward Grey, or, more probably,
Paleologue is fathering upon the British Ambassador views which he
alleges (I, 33 f.) he himself expressed to Sazonov a little later and which
will be discussed below.
»Pourtales to Bethmann, July 28, 8:12 P.M,; KD,, 338; Ssup&ry
to Bcrchtold, July 28 (dispatched July 29, 1:15 A.M.), A.R.B., II, 94.
Pourtalfes in his later memoir (Am Scheideweg, pp. 32-37) indicates that
he had two interviews with Sazonov on the afternoon of July 28, a stormy
one before the Eitel Friedrich incident, and a more peaceful one after it.
PalSologue (I, 33) gives the impression that Pourtales was so overcome
with emotion at the danger of war that he could scarcely speak. On the
Eitel Friedrich incident, see Dobrorolski, p. 104 (German ed,, p. 23), and
Pourtalfes, Am Scheidewg, pp. 34-37-

